
 

 

RESOLUTION 2018 -1 

 

 

 

 

 

TITLE:  Grace E. Merkes  

 

PURPOSE: To Commend Grace E. Merkes for Outstanding Service 

to the Cause of Civil and Human Rights 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Alaska State Commission for Human Rights is the 

State of Alaska’s civil rights enforcement agency; and, 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Alaska State Commission for Human Rights, 

established by the Alaska Legislature in 1963, is one of the first 

enforcement agencies established in the nation; and, 

 

 

WHEREAS, Grace E. Merkes began her tenure as Commissioner of the 

Alaska State Commission for Human Rights in February 2003 and will 

retire in March 2018; and, 

 

 

WHEREAS, Commissioner Merkes served the citizens of the State of 

Alaska in an exemplary manner, volunteering her time and knowledge 

for 15 years of passionate commitment and diligent work to make the 

State of Alaska and our nation more just, fair, and equitable; and, 

 

 

WHEREAS, Commissioner Merkes served as Chairperson, Vice-Chair 

and always parliamentarian extraordinaire, guiding the Commission 

with her leadership and devotion; and, 

 

 

WHEREAS, Commissioner Merkes has broadly served her community 

and the State of Alaska through her representation on the Kenai 

Borough Assembly for more than 17 years, including serving as 

Presiding Officer, her tenure on the Kenai Peninsula Borough 

Planning Commission and her continuing service on the Cook Inlet 

Regional Citizens Advisory Council as well as a myriad of other 

volunteer efforts that make her community a better place; and 

 

 

WHEREAS, her wise and gracious commitment to justice and equal 

treatment for all regardless of race, color, religion, sex, age, 

national origin and physical or mental disability has contributed to 

the mission of eliminating and preventing discrimination for all 

Alaskans; 

 

 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the 

Alaska State Commission for Human Rights hereby commend Grace E 

Merkes for her years of outstanding public service to the citizens of 

the great State of Alaska in the cause of human rights, and extend 

their collaborative best wishes for Ms. Merkes’ future endeavors. 

 
 


